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What is a conservation covenant?

A conservation covenant is a legally binding agreement between a landowner and an
authorised body to permanently protect and conserve private land.

Conservation covenants identify activities that can or can’t occur on a property to
protect native wildlife, plants and habitat. They are registered on title, permanent and
remain in place even when the property changes hands.

Who is Trust for Nature?

Trust for Nature is a statutory body empowered to work with landowners to protect,
manage, and regenerate native habitat on private land across Victoria, through placing
conservation covenants on the land. Trust for Nature is the only organisation in Victoria
empowered by law to place conservation covenants on private land.

To date over 1,700 private landholders across Victoria have partnered with Trust for
Nature to protect more than 119,000 hectares of ecologically significant habitat
across the state through conservation covenants.

Why are conservation covenants needed?

Two-thirds of Victoria is privately-owned, so protecting, managing and improving
habitat on private land can make a huge contribution towards safeguarding nature,
and addressing habitat loss and climate change.

Why does Cassinia protect land with a Trust for Nature covenant?

Cassinia Environmental’s mission is to restore, connect, protect and enable stewardship
of one-third of Australian landscapes for nature. Cassinia purchases land with high or
restorable conservation value and completes large-scale restoration projects to
enhance its biodiversity and resilience. By placing a Trust for Nature covenant on the
property once it has been restored, Cassinia ensures that the landscape remains
protected and managed for conservation forever. Cassinia is the largest land
covenantor in Victoria.
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What activities are typically restricted on a covenant?

A covenant generally limits activities that can be harmful to the environmental health of
the land, including: removing native vegetation, introducing non-native plants,
subdividing the land, causing deterioration to the quality, flow or quantity of water,
introducing non-native animals, removing wood or timber, removing or disturbing soil or
rocks including cultivation, using pesticides or fertiliser, using trail bikes and other
recreational vehicles, and farming activities on highly sensitive areas of the covenant.

Exemptions to restrictions

Provided there is no negative impact and minimal risk to the conservation values of the
covenant, Trust for Nature may consider exemptions to some of these restrictions. For
example, written approval may be sought to keep pets on the property, to practice
sustainable grazing, to operate a non-farming business, to collect fallen timber as
firewood, or to build a dam.

What sort of management activities does a covenant require?

Owners of covenanted land are responsible for maintaining the health of the habitat on
the property, as required by the covenant. Trust for Nature supports this by working with
landholders to develop a tailored Management Plan which includes information about
threats to nature on a property and specific activities to manage them, such as weed
and pest control or fence maintenance.

Ongoing support is provided through Trust for Nature's Stewardship Program, which
includes site visits to monitor the habitat growth, expert advice for management and
biodiversity improvement and updates to the Management Plan as priorities evolve.
Stewardship visits also provide the opportunity to learn more about the land and access
information on potential grants or funding to assist with conservation tasks.

What about fire prevention?

The terms of the conservation covenant allow removal of native vegetation for
reasonable fire protection purposes or if required by law. Generally, permits are required
to remove native vegetation and we suggest checking with the local council for advice
relating to this.

Can | build a house?

Most covenants identify a domestic area where Trust for Nature allows a single dwelling
and related outbuildings. Such development is subject to the landowner securing the
necessary planning and building approvals from the local council. The likelihood of
securing planning consent depends on the policies and provision contained within the
Council Planning Scheme, including the land use zone and relevant overlays.

Do | have to pay land tax on covenanted land?

No. As of the 2024 land tax year, land protected by a Trust for Nature conservation
covenant is exempt from land tax, offering a unique financial benefit to landowners.
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